
 
 
 
 

Dear member       January 2018 

 
As 2018 starts, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy New Year.  

 

2017 seemed to fly by and I thought it was about time I write to you. I feel very 
privileged to be your President for 2017/18 and we have had a wonderful start to the 
sessions this year. We had a great turn out for the Presidential Address in the beautiful 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers in September and what a great start we have had  
with our speakers this year as we continue the theme of ‘Modern and Relevant’. 

 

In terms of our sessions, first, we had Jac Starr, MD Customer Experience at the Rail 
Delivery Group (RDG) talk to us over breakfast with the largest croissants I’ve ever 
been served, about ‘Mobility As A Service’ at the Betjeman Arms at London St 
Pancras International. We then had Mike Goggin from Steer Davies Gleave (SDG) 
host our first ever webinar session taking us through the value of the railway station.  
For the November session, in the very intimate setting of the function room at the 
Square Pig pub in Holborn, we had Ian Maclaren from London Midland give a great 
talk on Innovation that was so popular the members would hardly let him leave! Then 
what an enlightening end to the year we had, with Paul Plummer, CEO of RDG, 
providing a real thought provoking talk on modernisation which provided some very 
thoughtful and challenging questions. The event list for 2018 looks just as impressive 
with Andrew Haines, CEO at Civil Aviation Authority, kicking us off on 11 January at 
the London School of Economics posing the question ‘Can rail learn from air?’. 

 

This year’s sessions are of course part of the exciting, new world the RSA is in. Since 
we had our historic Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) in the summer, a lot has 
been going on behind the scenes with our new partners; the Chartered Institute of 
Logistics and Transport (CILT). Since the EGM,  the retiring RSA Council have been 
addressing the transitional issues relating, amongst others, to the terms of 
membership of the CILT open to former RSA members, and protecting the link with the 
Association’s journal of Record “Modern Railways”.   This process has been completed 
and the minutes recording the actions taken in fulfilment of the directions given by the 
EGM to close the RSA books and dispose appropriately of the assets, are appended. 

 

Regarding our merger with CILT, we have had what I would describe as a ‘soft launch’. 
It is now the time though where we need to hard-wire ourselves into the CILT to realise 
the benefits for both parties and fulfil the reasons why we merged. Many of us see the 
end of the year as time to renew our expired memberships. To this end, it is important 
to remember that we join the CILT (for those who are not members already) and not 
the RSA, as the RSA membership has effectively been absorbed into the CILT as we 
develop the RSA Forum within the CILT. To help make the joining process as simple 
as possible, please find below the simple steps you need to take to join: 

 

Current CILT Members: 
 

If you are already a current CILT member all you need to do is ensure that you join our 
new Railway Study Association Forum.  You can do this by logging in to the member’s 
area of our website at www.ciltuk.org.uk and then going to your own member account - 
My CILT, and select your Forum.  Alternatively, you can contact Membership Services 
who will be happy to assist you. 
 
 

 

http://www.ciltuk.org.uk/


Lapsed CILT Members: 
 
If you have previously had a CILT membership, which is no longer active, please contact Membership 
Services who will be able to send a simple reinstatement form for you to complete and return to us.  
On the condition that we are able to determine your previous grade of membership (either via our 
system or by you providing a previous membership card/certificate), we will be able to reinstate you at 
your previous grade without you having to go through our assessment procedures once again. 

 
New Members: 
If you have never had a membership with CILT please get in touch so that we are able to send you a 

membership application form for you to complete.  If you are applying for one of our assessed grades 

of membership, your application will go through our assessment procedures, and we will notify on 

completion and activate your membership at the appropriate grade. 

 
Becoming a member of CILT gives you access to a range of benefits and services designed 
specifically to support you, both personally and professionally.  With subscriptions starting from as little 
as just £52.00 per year, there is a membership level to suit all.   

Joining could not be any easier to start seeing the benefits of being a part of the CILT. To which end, 
let me remind you of those: 

 Access to the CILT Rail Sector where you will find links to sector specific events, training and 

courses 

 12 copies of our renowned membership journal, Logistics & Transport Focus full of topical 
articles, news and case studies  

 Excellent networking opportunities at our 350 national, regional and sector-specific events 
throughout the year 

 24 hour access to Europe’s largest collection of logistics, transport and supply chain resources 
online via our Knowledge Centre 

 FREE  careers service and legal helpline which are designed to save you time and money 

each time you use them 
 

After having held our first RSA Forum Committee (as part of CILT), there remains a couple of 
administrative tasks that need tidying up over the coming weeks, which your Committee will do. As we 
set our path for the new world we are entering with our friends and partners at CILT, it is worth 
reminding you of our objectives, which are to: 

 

 Provide a forum for the mutual sharing of knowledge, particularly in regard to: 

o all railway functions 

o business and public aspirations for railways 

o interchange of perspectives between British railways and other railway communities 

 Stimulate public awareness of the nature and capabilities of railways 

 Promote professionalism and career development within the railway community 

 Contribute as a body in those forums which address education and business and public 
awareness within the railway community 

 Promote the study and analysis of railway business issues 

 Organise seminars, lectures, visits, and conventions 

 Publish proceedings and to promote such other activities as the Council sees fit 
 

These objectives will evolve and develop with the programme, yet only to the degree that they retain 
the interest of the previous membership, and attract the active involvement of new members.  

 

Over the coming months we will develop an ambition or vision statement for the RSA Forum within 
CILT too. Embarking on our new journey provides a great opportunity for any of our members to 
consider volunteering to be part of the RSA Forum. Watch out for opportunities here in the New Year. 

 

https://www.ciltuk.org.uk/AboutUs/ProfessionalSectorsForums/Sectors/Rail.aspx
https://www.ciltuk.org.uk/News/FocusMagazine.aspx
https://www.ciltuk.org.uk/Events.aspx
https://www.ciltuk.org.uk/Knowledge.aspx
https://www.ciltuk.org.uk/Careers/OnlineCareersService.aspx
http://ciltuk.org.uk/Membership/Benefits/Legal.aspx


This is a great time to be part of the railway and it couldn’t be a better time to be part of CILT. This is a 
great opportunity for us all to be part of something special and I hope you are as excited as I am. As 
already stated, the New Year sees more great speakers on the RSA Forum panel and we hope to be 
able to make announcements about the next study tour that is being planned for 2019. We will also get 
the wheels turning too on organising the Annual Dinner, which is likely to be in May time and outside of 
the main holiday season. 

 

Finally, it leaves me to say that 2017 was a momentous year for the RSA and 2018 promises to be an 
amazing opportunity for the RSA Forum as part of the CILT. In the meantime, I look forward to seeing 
you at as many of our 2018 events as possible. 

 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Neil Micklethwaite 
President CILT RSA Forum 


